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Local River Lore

“When the Old Reg

ER

ular Baptists

came down to baptize, we had to
stay in the water until they
finished, because we weren’t
wearing swimming trunks

1

“Before they had kayaks, we used
tubes and before that, railroad
ties to ride the river into
Elkhorn!”

“Every evening I feed the ducks
down at the Waterfront Park and,
if she’s able, my wife comes to

watch.” “The flood took the house in 63, but

after it was over we found Mother’s
old cedar chest down the road.”
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The Russell Fork River carved the largest canyon east of the Mississippi,

estimated to be as old as 250 million years.

After cutting a 1600 foot gorge through the mountains, the Russell
Fork cascades into Elkhorn City, a great pull out and place to catch

a bite after the day’s river trip.

Rafters and kayakers navigate the gorge paddling
through some of the best Class IV—V rated
whitewater in the United States.

But the greatest thing about the river is that there are sections
for beginner and intermediate boaters of all ages and abilities.
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“They threw me overboard and
said, ‘Sink or swim.” That’s how
most people around here learned.”

“I lost one of the biggest
Smallmouth Bass I ever saw over
by that bridge. It was pure
heartbreak.”

“The loggers rode the logs all the
way downriver to Ashland,
enjoyed the local saloons, and
then took the train back home.”

“Before they had kayaks, we used
tubes and before that, railroad
ties to ride the river into
Elkhorn.”
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Loggers and kayakers have charted the river on its way
from West Virgina to Elkhorn City. Riverside trails allow
hikers access to this natural beauty.

For whitewater information, contact www.russellfork.info.
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